Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 GENEVA 03851 01 OF04 111144Z 
ACTION 10-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-01 INR-10 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 
HA-05 AF-10 ARA-10 EA-10 EUR- 12 NEA-10 ACDA-12 
OES-07 /139W 

073408 111238Z/20 

P 11 1 121Z MAR 78 
FM USMISSION GENEVA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 7105 
INFO USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
AMEMBASSY DAKAR 
AMEMBASSY MONROVIA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SECTION 01 OF 04 GENEVA 03851 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SHUM, UNHRC 

SUBJECT: 34TH HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION-POSITIVE BALANCE 
SHEET 

SUMMARY: IN TERMS OF U.S. INTERESTS AND OBJECTIVES THE 
RESULTS OF THIS HRC SESSION TAKEN AS A WHOLE WERE NOTABLY 
POSITIVE. FOR THE FIRST TIME ACTION WAS TAKEN UNDER THE 
HRC'S CONFIDENTIAL "1503" PROCEDURES TO INVESTIGATE THE 
SITUATION IN UGANDA AND EQUATORIAL GUINEA AND ESTABLISH 
"CONTACTS" WITH PARAGUAY THROUGH THE SECRETARY-GENERAL. 
BOLIVIA, MALAWI, REPUBLIC OF KOREA AND ETHIOPIA WILL BE 
KEPT UNDER SCRUTINY BY THE HRC, WHILE INDONESIA IS SIMPLY 
INVITED TO CONTINUE COOPERATION WITH THE COMMISSION. 
URUGUAY HAS BEEN ASKED TO PROVIDE FURTHER INFORMATION TO 
THE HRC. THE "PUBLIC" RESOLUTION ON CHILE WAS FORMULATED 
TO MEET U.S. CONDITIONS FOR CO-SPONSORSHIP, FORCING OUT 
CUBAN AND YUGOSLAV COSPONSORSHIP. MOREOVER AN IMPLICITLY 
CRITICAL "DECISION" ON CAMBODIA WAS ADOPTED WHICH INVITES 
INFORMATION FROM ALL SOURCES ON HUMAN RIGHTS CONDITIONS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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IN THAT COUNTRY FOR INCLUSION IN A REPORT BY THE UN 
SECRETARY-GENERAL. THE SOVIETS ELICITED NO SIGNIFICANT 
SUPPORT FOR AN ATTEMPT TO INJECT THE NEUTRON BOMB ISSUE 
INTO HRC BUSINESS. ON THE OTHER HAND PREDICTABLE RESOLU- 
TIONS WERE ADOPTED ON THE ISRAELI SETTLEMENTS ISSUE AND 
PALESTINIAN SELF-DETERMINATION RIGHTS OVER U.S. OPPOSITION, 
ALTHOUGH EVEN HERE LANGUAGE IN THE SETTLEMENTS TEXT 
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CONCERNING THE APPLICABILITY OF THE FOURTH GENEVA CON- 
VENTION WAS MODIFIED TO ENABLE U.S. SUPPORT. THE RESOLU- 
TIONS ON THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN APARTHEID ISSUES, WHILE 
UNACCEPTABLE, WERE NEVERTHELESS PURPOSELY MODERATED TO 
ENABLE U.S.-WEO ABSTENTIONS. USEFUL THIRD WORLD 
INITIATIVES ON NEW NATIONAL AND REGIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS 
COMMISSIONS WERE ADOPTED. THE U.S. CANDIDATE FOR THE 
HRC'S SUBCOMMISSION WAS RE-ELECTED. USDEL WAS ABLE TO 
KEEP THE IDEA OF A UN HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 
ALIVE. MEASURED AGAINST SOVIET WISHES TO EXTINGUISH THE 
IDEA, THIS WAS AN ACCOMPLISHMENT. AFRICAN AND OTHER 
NON-ALIGNED SUPPORT WAS KEY TO THE SUCCESS OF U.S. AND 
WEO EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE THE POSITIVE ACTIONS RECORDED BY 
THIS HRC SESSION. THE COOPERATION AND SKILL OF THE 
SENEGALESE CHAIRMAN WAS IMPORTANT TO THE SUCCESS OF OUR 
EFFORTS. IUST AS IMPORTANT, HOWEVER, THERE WERE CLEAR 
INDICATIONS OF A CONTINUING NEW NON-ALIGNED THRUST ON 
HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES THAT IS COMPATIBLE WITH AND CONTRI- 
BUTIVE TO OUR POLICIES. END SUMMARY. 

1 . THE 34TH SESSION OF THE HRC, COMPRISING 32 NATION- 
MEMBERS, ENDED MARCH 10 AND REPRESENTED A SINGULARLY 
SUCCESSFUL SESSION FROM THE U.S. STANDPOINT. THE FOLLOW- 
ING IS A PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT FOR THE DEPARTMENT'S 
POSSIBLE USE IN TRANSMITTING TO THOSE POSTS WE APPROACHED 
ON HRC ISSUES. USDEL BELIEVES THAT THE PRE-SESSION 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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GROUNDWORK EFFORTS AT USUN AND IN CAPITALS WITH OTHER 
GOVERNMENTS CONTRIBUTED IMPORTANTLY TO THE OVERALL POSI- 
TIVE OUTCOME OF THE SESSION. 

2. THE CONFERENCE WAS GENERALLY CHARACTERIZED BY AN 
ATMOSPHERE OF PRINCIPLED COMPROMISE AND SUBSTANTIVE 
PROGRESS ON MOST OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES BEFORE IT. 
CONFRONTATIONS WERE RARE AND WHEN THEY DID OCCUR THE 
SOVIETS-EE’S AND ESPECIALLY THE CUBANS WERE MORE OFTEN 
THE LOSERS THAN THE U.S. AND WEO'S. 

3. FOR THE FIRST TIME MEANINGFUL FOLLOW-UP ACTION WAS 
TAKEN UNDER THE HRC'S CONFIDENTIAL "1503" PROCEDURES, 

I.E., CLOSED DEBATES AND VOTES. MOREOVER UGANDA WAS THE 
FIRST COUNTRY EVER TO BE SINGLED OUT FOR FURTHER INVESTI- 
GATION UNDER THESE PROCEDURES. A "PROMINENT AFRICAN" 

IS TO BE APPROACHED TO INVESTIGATE CONDITIONS THERE. 
ADDITIONALLY A DECISION WAS TAKEN TO REQUIRE EQUATORIAL 
GUINEA EITHER TO RESPOND MEANINGFULLY TO THE COMPLAINTS 
AGAINST IT UNDER THE CONFIDENTIAL PROCEDURES OR BE 
CONFRONTED WITH A PUBLIC DEBATE AT NEXT YEAR'S SESSION. 
SOLID AFRICAN PRESSURE (IVORY COAST, LESOTHO, RWANDA, 
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AND ESPECIALLY SENEGAL AND NIGERIA) PUSHED THROUGH 
THESE DECISIONS OVER SOVIET-EE AND SOME OTHER THIRD WORLD 
OPPOSITION. IT WAS DECIDED TO ASK THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 
TO ESTABLISH "CONTACTS" WITH PARAGUAY TO OBTAIN FURTHER 
INFORMATION ON THE SITUATION THERE. DECISIONS WERE ALSO 
TAKEN TO KEEP THE SITUATIONS "UNDER REVIEW" IN BOLIVIA, 
MALAWI, SOUTH KOREA AND ETHIOPIA. URUGUAY WILL BE ASKED 
TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON "RESPECT FOR HUMAN 
RIGHTS" AND TO PROVIDE "FULLEST POSSIBLE EXPLANATION" 

RE THE "PROSPECTS FOR AN EARLY RESTORATION OF POLITICAL 
RIGHTS" IN THAT COUNTRY. THEIR RESPONSES WILL BE CONSI 
DERED AT THE NEXT HRC. WHILE INDONESIA, KOREA AND ETHI- 
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OPIA WERE TREATED MORE LIGHTLY THAN THE MAGNITUDE OF 
COMPLAINTS AGAINST THOSE COUNTRIES WOULD SEEM TO MERIT, 
ALL WILL BE KEPT UNDER SCRUTINY AND HAVE BEEN ASKED TO 
CONTINUE THEIR COOPERATION WITH THE HRC. 

4. PUBLIC RESOLUTIONS WERE ADOPTED ON CHILE, ISRAELI 
SETTLEMENTS IN THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES, PALESTINIAN 
SELF-DETERMINATION RIGHTS, SOUTH AFRICAN APARTHEID POLL 
CIES AND SOUTH-AFRICAN- WESTERN "ASSISTANCE." HOWEVER 
WE BELIEVE IT IS FAIR TO SAY THAT WHEN THESE ARE 
CONSIDERED TOGETHER WITH THE 1503 DECISIONS THE HRC 
CLEARLY DISAVOWED SELECTIVE 

MORALITY. 

5. SPECIFICALLY, THE CHILE RESOLUTION WAS SHAPED TO 
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ACCOMMODATE U.S. CONDITIONS FOR CO-SPONSORSHIP TO THE 
EXTENT THAT THE CUBANS AND YUGOSLAVS WITHDREW THEIR 
CO-SPONSORSHIP IN THE ELEVENTH HOUR. A PARTICULAR POINT 
OF CONTENTION WAS WHETHER OR NOT THE RESOLUTION WOULD 
"TAKE NOTE" OF THE INTER- AMERICAN HUMAN RIGHTS 
COMMISSION'S MOST RECENT REPORT ON CONDITIONS IN CHILE. 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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THIS WAS ANATHEMA TO CUBA WHICH REGARDS THIS AS AN 
IMPLICIT EXPRESSION OF SUPPORT FOR THE OAS. 

6. AS IN OTHER MULTILATERAL FORA. THE SOVIETS RAISED 

THE ISSUE OF THE NEUTRON BOMB UNDER THE ITEM CONCERNING 
THE IMPACT ON HUMAN RIGHTS OF SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOG- 
ICAL DEVELOPMENT (SEE SEPTELS). HOWEVER THEIR EFFORTS 
WERE ONLY RHETORICAL AND TENTATIVE AND THEY DID NOT IN 
THE END PRESS THE ISSUE VIA AN ALLEGEDLY POLISH RESOLU- 
TION (CIRCULATED INFORMALLY). INDEED THE SOVIETS 
RESPONDED WEAKLY TO STRONG UK AND U.S. STATEMENTS ON 
THE ISSUE. 

7. THE ARAB-ISRAELI RESOLUTIONS WERE TOUGH AND CLEARLY 
UNACCEPTABLE TO THE U.S. BUT, IN LIGHT OF PARTICULAR- 
LY STRONG ARAB EMOTIONS AT THIS JUNCTURE IN THE MIDDLE 
EAST DISPUTE, THEY COULD HAVE BEEN MUCH WORSE. PART A 
OF ONE RESOLUTION CONDEMNED THE ISRAELI SETTLEMENTS 
POLICY AND ALLEGED TORTURE OF "PRISONERS OF WAR." PART 
B OF THE SAME RESOLUTION, HOWEVER, WAS SUBSTANTIVELY 
UNCHANGED FROM THE 1977 RESOLUTION REGARDING APPLICABIL- 
ITY OF THE FOURTH GENEVA CONVENTION TO THE OCCUPIED 
TERRITORIES, IN ORDER EXPRESSLY TO ENABLE U.S. PARTICIPA- 
TION IN A CONSENSUS. THE FINAL ARAB RESOLUTION ASSERTED 

A PALESTINIAN RIGHT TO SELF-DETERMINATION TO BE PURSUED 
(IMPLICITLY) BY ARMED STRUGGLE. IT WAS SIGNIFICANT, 

HOWEVER, THAT THE TONE OF THESE RESOLUTIONS WAS MODERATED 
TO SPLIT THE WEO S BETWEEN CONSISTENT U.S. AND CANADIAN 
"NO" VOTES AND OTHER WEO ABSTENTIONS. 

8. THE HRC ALSO ADOPTED TWO SOUTH AFRICAN RESOLUTIONS. 

THE FIRST DEALT WITH THE HRC WORKING GROUP REPORT ON 
SOUTHERN AFRICAN HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS. HOWEVER, DUE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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TO AFRICAN DESIRES TO AVOID PROVOKING OUTRIGHT WESTERN, 
ESPECIALLY U.S. OPPOSITION, IT WAS TONED DOWN SUBSTANTIVE- 
LY AND RHETORICALLY FROM THE COUNTERPART RESOLUTION 
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ADOPTED IN 1977, DESPITE CUBAN PREFERENCES AND PRESSURE 
FOR EXPLICIT ENDORSEMENT OF THE 1977 HAVANA SEMINAR 
DECISIONS ON AFRICA. SIMILARLY A RESOLUTION CONCERNING 
WEO COMMERCIAL-NUCLEAR LINKS WITH SOUTH AFRICA WAS ALSO 
NOTABLY FREE OF ANTI-WESTERN VERBIAGE. INSTEAD THE 
EMPHASIS WAS ON INTRODUCING PRESSURES FOR PRACTICAL 
APPLICATION OF THE CONCEPT OF APARTHEID AS AN INTERNA- 
TIONAL CRIME. THIS WAS COUPLED WITH OTHER RESOLUTIONS 
BEARING ON IMPLEMENTATION OF THE ANTI- APARTHEID CONVEN- 
TION AND THE CELEBRATION OF 1978 AS INTERNATIONAL ANTI- 
APARTHEID YEAR. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT FOR THE LONGER TERM 
THE AFRICANS HAVE DECIDED TO MOVE FOR INCREASED PRACTICAL 
PRESSURES IN UN FORA RATHER THAN INDULGENCE IN EMOTIONAL 
ANTI-WESTERN OUTBURSTS. 

9. UN HUMAN RIGHTS MACHINERY: HRC ACTIONS ON IMPROVING 
HUMAN RIGHTS REPORTING AND PROCEDURAL MECHANISMS WERE 
MIXED BUT GENERALLY POSITIVE. OTHER COMMISSION MEMBERS 
WERE CLEARLY UNRECEPTIVE TO ENDORSING OR TAKING STEPS 
TOWARD THE CREATION OF THE POST OF A UN 
HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS DESPITE OUR STRONG 
URGING. THIS IDEA WAS LISTED ALONG WITH A NUMBER OF 
OTHER SUGGESTIONS BEARING ON PRACTICAL ASPECTS OF THE 
UN HUMAN RIGHTS MACHINERY THAT ARE TO BE STUDIED IN AN 
OVERALL ANALYSIS TO BE PRESENTED TO THE NEXT SESSION. 
HOWEVER, IF CONSIDERED AGAINST INTENSE SOVIET EFFORTS 
TO HAVE THE IDEA EITHER DISAVOWED OR BURIED PERMANENTLY, 
THE FACT THAT THE CONCEPT HAS BEEN KEPT ALIVE AND WILL 
BE DISCUSSED FURTHER IS SIGNIFICANT. CLEARLY A LOT MORE 
WORK HAS TO BE DONE WITH THE THIRD WORLD COUNTRIES WHO 
SEEM TO PERCEIVE A HIGH COMMISSIONER AS BEING UNIQUELY 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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AMEMBASSY MONROVIA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SECTION 03 OF 04 GENEVA 03851 

A HIGH LEVEL INVESTIGATOR WITH A UN CARTE BLANCHE TO 
INTERFERE WITH OR EMBARRASS MEMBER STATES. 

10. SIMILARLY, A JORDANIAN PROPOSAL TO LENGTHEN HRC 
SESSIONS WAS NOT PRESSED TO A VOTE, BUT FORWARDED AS AN 
IDEA TO BE CONSIDERED IN THE OVERALL ANALYSIS EXERCISE, 
WHEN IT BECAME APPARENT THERE WAS INSUFFICIENT COMMISSION 
SUPPORT. 

1 1 . HOWEVER, THE COMMISSION DID ADOPT AN INDIAN INITIA- 
TED RESOLUTION ADVOCATING THE CREATION BY ALL UN MEMBERS 
OF NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSIONS. EVEN MORE SIGNIFI- 
CANTLY, THE COMMISSION ADOPTED A NIGERIAN PROPOSAL CALL- 
ING FOR THE CREATION OF REGIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSIONS 
WHERE NONE PRESENTLY EXIST. IT WAS STATED PUBLICLY AS 
WELL AS PRIVATELY BY THIRD WORLD PROPONENTS, E.G., EGYPT, 
THAT THE INTENDED MODEL FOR AFRICA IS THE OAS INTER- 
AMERICAN COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS. WE CONSIDER THESE 
IDEAS SOUND STEPS IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION AND FIND EVEN 
MORE SIGNIFICANCE FOR OUR LONG RANGE HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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IN THE FACT THAT KEY THIRD WORLD COUNTRIES INITIATED AND 
PRESSED THEM TO FORMAL ADOPTION. IN SUM, OTHERS WELL 
OUTSIDE THE WEO HUMAN RIGHTS "BLOC'' ARE INDEPENDENTLY 
MOVING TO ENHANCE HUMAN RIGHTS MECHANISMS. 

12. THE U.S. ROLE AS A PRIME MOVER IN THE HRC WAS 
PRESERVED BY THE RE-ELECTION OF AMBASSADOR W. BEVERLY 
CARTER, JR., (23 VOTES) TO THE HRC'S SUBCOMMISS- 
ION ON PREVENTION OF DISCRIMINATION AND PROTECTION OF 
MINORITIES. THIS BODY, COMPRISING 26 MEMBERS SERVING IN 

A PRIVATE EXPERT CAPACITY, IS THE CHANNEL THROUGH WHICH 
COMPLAINTS OF HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS LODGED WITH THE UN 
ARE DIRECTED FOR SCRUTINY AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 
TRANSMITTAL TO THE HRC. 

13. CAMBODIAN HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS WERE EASED INTO 
THE SPOTLIGHT OF UN ATTENTION BY CONSENSUS ADOPTION OF 
A "DECISION" THAT ASKS THE SECRETARY-GENERAL TO SUBMIT 
THE RELEVANT RECORDS OF THIS SESSION’S PROCEEDINGS TO THE 
GOVERNMENT OF "DEMOCRATIC" KAMPUCHEA FOR ITS RESPONSE. 
THAT RESPONSE TOGETHER WITH "ALL INFORMATION WHICH MAY 
BE AVAILABLE ABOUT THE SITUATION" IS TO BE REPORTED BACK 
TO THE HRC NEXT YEAR THROUGH THE SUBCOMMISSION. THE 
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DECISION WAS A COMPROMISE ON A UK INITIATED RESOLUTION 
THAT CALLED FOR A MORE STRAIGHTFORWARD INVESTIGATION. 
HOWEVER, MINIMAL AS THE DECISION WAS, IT WAS IMPLICITLY 
CRITICAL AND SEEMS TO PERMIT THE CONSIDERATION BY THE 
HRC OF INFORMATION SUBMITTED FROM ALL SOURCES, INCLUDING 
THE DETAILED CHARGES MADE IN THE UK'S SPEECH. SUCCESSFUL 
PURSUIT OF THE CASE AGAINST CAMBODIA WILL REQUIRE CLOSE 
AND CAREFUL COORDINATION BEFORE THE 1978 HRC SESSION. 

14. ADDITIONALLY, THE COMMISSION WAS ABLE TO ADDRESS, 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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AT LEAST INITIALLY, FAR MORE AGENDA ITEMS THAN IT HAS 
BEEN ABLE TO IN RECENT YEARS. RESULTS WERE MIXED. THE 
MOST NOTABLE FAILURE WAS THE EFFORT TO MOVE FORWARD ON A 
DRAFT DECLARATION ON RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE. THE DRAFT 
FOUNDERED DUE TO ANGRY THIRD WORLD OPPOSITION (MOSLEM 
AND CHRISTIAN ALIKE), TO SOVIET INSISTENCE ON LANGUAGE 
PROVIDING FOR THE FREEDOM NOT RPT NOT TO BELIEVE IN A 
RELIGION. ON OTHER SUBJECTS, INITIAL STEPS WERE TAKEN 
BY THE ESTABLISHMENT OF VARIOUS WORKING GROUPS TO COME 
UP WITH PROPOSALS ON MEASURES TO (A) PROMOTE RIGHTS OF 
ETHNIC, RELIGIOUS AND LINGUISTIC MINORITIES; (B) ENHANCE 
RIGHTS OF MIGRANT WORKERS; AND (C) RECONSIDER THE RELIG- 
IOUS INTOLERANCE DECLARATION. THE SWEDISH-INITIATED 
TEXT OF A DRAFT CONVENTION AGAINST TORTURE WAS ACCEPTED 
AS A BASIS FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION BY A WORKING GROUP TO 
MEET JUST BEFORE THE NEXT HRC SESSION. UN MEMBER STATES 
WILL SUBMIT COMMENTS THAT WILL BE COMPILED FOR THE WORK- 
ING GROUP'S CONSIDERATION. UNDER THE HEADING OF THE 
ROLE OF YOUTH IN PROMOTING HUMAN RIGHTS, THE ISSUE OF 
CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION TO MILITARY SERVICE WAS HELD 
OVER FOR THE HRC AGENDA. 

15. ONE AREA OF PARTICULAR POTENTIAL CONCERN FOR THE 
U.S. EMERGED AT THIS HRC: THE AMERICAN INDIAN ISSUE. 

A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE INTERNATIONAL INDIAN TREATY 
COUNCIL SPOKE TWICE, AS REPORTED SEPTEL. 

SPEAKING ON THE ITEM OF THE RIGHT OF SELF-DETERMINATION 
THE IITC EFFECTIVELY PRESENTED THOUGH EXAGGERATED THE 
ARGUMENT OF CONSISTENT USG DENIAL OF THIS RIGHT TO OUR 
INDIAN POPULATION. THEY AGAIN SPOKE LATE IN THE SESSION 
ON THE TOPIC OF ALLEGED CALCULATED JUDICIAL PREJUDICE 
AGAINST INDIANS AND ALLEGED BRUTAL MISTREATMENT OF 
INDIAN PRISON INMATES. WHILE NO RESOLUTIONS WERE 
PRESENTED, THE STATEMENTS AT THIS SESSION MAY WELL BE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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LAYING THE GROUNDWORK FOR ESCALATED ACTION AT FUTURE HRC 
SESSIONS. 

16. MANY OTHER DELEGATIONS WERE FAVORABLY IMPRESSED BY 
THE USREP'S REPLY TO THE FIRST OF THE ABOVE STATEMENTS 
THAT WE WELCOMED THE INDIANS' USE OF THE HRC FORUM, AND 
PROMISED CONTINUED USG EFFORTS TO RESPOND TO INDIAN 
COMPLAINTS. HOWEVER, IT WAS OUR IMPRESSION THAT MOST 
OTHER COUNTRIES, QUITE APART FROM THE SOVIETS-EE'S, 

BELIEVE THE INDIANS' COMPLAINTS HAVE SOME VALIDITY. 

UNLESS WE SHOW POSITIVE IMPROVEMENT IN THIS AREA, WE 
MIGHT FIND OTHERS RAISING THIS SUBIECT AT A LATER TIME. 

17. LASTLY, THE COMMISSION MUST ALSO BE CONSIDERED 

FROM THE STANDPOINT OF ITS FUNCTION AS A FORUM TO EXPOUND 
AND EXCHANGE VIEWS, AS WELL AS TO FUNCTION AS A MECHANISM. 
FROM THIS STANDPOINT THE U.S. ALSO PROFITTED CONSIDERABLY. 
FOR EXAMPLE, SOVIET DISCRIMINATION AGAINST ITS CHRISTIANS 
AND JEWS WAS RAISED VIGOROUSLY FOR THE FIRST TIME IN 
RECENT YEARS IN STRONG STATEMENTS BY U.S. CHIEF DELEGATE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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MEZVINSKY AND CONGRESSMAN JOHN BUCHANAN. SEVERAL 
CHRISTIAN AND JEWISH NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION REPS, 
AS WELL AS THE ISRAELI OBSERVER DEL HERE, EXPRESSED 
THEIR DEEP APPRECIATION. ADDITIONALLY THERE WERE 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


SEVERAL EXCHANGES BETWEEN THE U.S. AND THE USSR, CUBAN 
AND ARGENTINE DELS. NONE RESPONDED AND ALL SEEMED DECI- 
SIVELY OUTPOINTED WHEN THE U.S. OFFERED TO ACCEPT HRC 
INVESTIGATION OF RACIAL ETHNIC MINORITY HUMAN RIGHTS IN 
AMERICA UPON THE EXPECTATION THAT THE SOVIETS, CUBANS 
AND ARGENTINIANS WOULD ALSO OPEN THEIR DOORS TO THE HRC 
TO INVESTIGATE THE COMPLAINTS AGAINST THEM. 

18. HOWEVER. EXCHANGES OF RHETORICAL BLOWS WERE RARE. 
MORE STRIKING, PARTICULARLY IN THE CLOSED SESSION DEBATE, 
WAS THE LEAD IN DEFENSE OF RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 
TAKEN BY SUCH DEVELOPING COUNTRIES AS SENEGAL, NIGERIA, 
COLOMBIA, LESOTHO AND PANAMA. THESE RESPONDED STRONGLY 
TO REIECT SOVIET-CUB AN ARGUMENTS THAT REVOLUTIONARY 
SITUATIONS "JUSTIFIED" THE VIOLATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN 
THE INTERESTS OF THE "MAJORITY." THERE WAS ALSO A NOTA- 
BLY HIGH LEVEL OF DEBATE ON THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN ISSUES. 
THE THEME PRESSED TIME AND AGAIN WAS THAT THE WEST WAS 
"GUILTY" OF A DOUBLE STANDARD ON HUMAN RIGHTS BY 
REFUSING TO TAKE PRACTICAL ACTION ON SOUTH AFRICA. EVEN 
THIS DEBATE HAD SOME COMFORTABLE MOMENTS FOR THE U.S. 
WHEN, FOR EXAMPLE, THE DELEGATE FROM LESOTHO IN TRACING 
HISTORIC LOWPOINTS OF MAN'S INHUMANITY TO MAN CITED 
"PRAGUE, 1968." NEVERTHELESS, IT WAS CLEAR THAT SOUTH 
AFRICA WILL CONTINUE TO BE ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT 
MEASURES OF U.S. MORAL CREDIBILITY IN THIS FORUM. 

19. INDEED THE AFRICANS THROUGHOUT THE HRC WERE THE 
KEY, GENERALLY CONTROLLING FACTORS. IN PARTICULAR KEBA 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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M'BAYE, CHIEF JUSTICE OF SENEGAL, PROVED HIMSELF TO BE 
A SUPERB CHAIRMAN. AS DEPARTMENT WILL RECALL, HE PROMIS- 
ED AND DELIVERED A CREDIBLE AND CREDITABLE SESSION OF THE 
HRC. HE WAS A TOUGH AND EFFICIENT MANAGER OF SESSION 
PROCEEDINGS AND YET POLITICALLY DEFT ENOUGH TO PRE-EMPT 
SEVERAL DEVELOPING CONFRONTATIONS BY WORK BEHIND THE 
SCENES TO OBTAIN CONSENSUS ACTIONS OR AT LEAST SOFTEN 
THE STING OF DECISIONS UNACCEPTABLE TO US (AFRICAN AND 
ARAB-ISRAELI ISSUES) AND TO OTHERS. USDEL WOULD STRONG- 
LY RECOMMEND THAT DEPARTMENT CONSIDER AN APPROPRIATE 
EXPRESSION OF U.S. APPRECIATION FOR M'BAYE'S CONTRIBU- 
TION AT THE HIGHEST LEVELS IN SENEGAL. INDEED ONLY 
NEXT YEAR WHEN M'BAYE IS NO LONGER IN THE CHAIR OF THE 
HRC WILL WE BE ABLE TO SEE CLEARLY WHETHER THIS SESSION 
WAS A PHENOMENON OR A STEP FORWARD TOWARD A FRAGILE BUT 
PROMISING NEW INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS UNDERSTANDING. 
IN ANY EVENT THIS SESSION HAS DEMONSTRATED THAT HUMAN 
RIGHTS OBJECTIVES IN THE UN FORA CAN BE PURSUED WITH, 
RATHER THAN IN SPITE OF. THE THIRD WORLD. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


20. THE PRIVATE REMARKS OF A SOVIET DELOFF TO ONE OF 
OUR DELOFFS YESTERDAY SUGGEST THE SOVIETS ARE CONSIDER- 
ABLY LESS THAN CONTENT WITH THIS SESSION. 

THE SOVIET OBSERVED THAT THE U.S. SHOULD BE PLEASED 
WITH THE MEETING'S RESULT. OUR DELOFF REMARKED THAT 
SHARE-AND-SHARE ALIKE WAS PRESUMABLY ACCEPTABLE TO ANY 
MARXIST-! ENTNTST. THE SOVIET RESPONSE WAS: "YES, 

BUT NOT HERE." VANDEN HEUVEL 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 
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